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POISE Foundation To Honor Memory of 

K. Leroy Irvis

Upon hearing of the passing of K. Leroy Irvis, the Board of Trustees of POISE Foundation approved the formation of a new memorial fund to honor the long time civil rights and political activist. 

“K. Leroy Irvis fought for equality for African Americans in education, civil rights, housing, healthcare, political awareness, and overall reform in many areas.  His actions were directly aligned with the overall mission and goals of POISE Foundation.  He was a friend of the POISE founder the late Bernard H. Jones, Sr.” commented Mark Lewis, President of the Foundation.  “Along side all of his previous honors, the Board of Trustees believe this is the greatest way that we  can honor this legend of our community.” 


The Foundation will select an advisory committee that will help determine the final name, exact purpose and future recipients of grants from the fund.  The use of the funds may center around grants to educate young people on public service or scholarships for political science majors.  The Foundation will also match up to $10,000 of any donations that it receives for the new fund.  


For more information about the memorial fund in honor of K. Leroy Irvis, call 412-281-4967.  All email inquiries should be sent to mlewis@poisefdn.org.


The POISE Foundation was founded in December 1980 to develop and enhance the participation of African-American philanthropists in the economic and social development of the Black community of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County.  This minority-run philanthropic organization is predicated on its founder’s (Bernard H. Jones, Sr.) vision of an empowered community, able to take care of itself.  The key to empowerment, he believed, lies in the development and maintenance of economic and social programs designed to promote self-help and financial independence in the Black community.
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